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OPENING REMARKS & PANYNJ UPDATES FROM: 
  
JFK Redevelopment Community Advisory Council Facilitator 
Dr. Stacie NC Grant 
 
JFK Redevelopment Community Advisory Council Co-Chairs  
Congressman Gregory Meeks 
Queens Borough President Donovan Richards 
 
Director, Government & Community Relations Aviation Redevelopment - NY 
Hersh Parekh 
Senior Community Outreach Specialist, Rachelle Antoine 
Outreach Specialist, Natasha Turner 
 
Congressman Meeks acknowledged hearing concerns post pandemic about this project. While 
on pause, a ramp up is forthcoming for this Redevelopment and the community needs to spread 
the word about the opportunities as they become available. Borough President Richards was 
unable to bring greetings in person, but he did send his regards and continued support for the 
work the Advisory Council. 
 
The feedback from the Council was taken into consideration with regards to scheduling 
meetings on Fridays. We hope that this Thursday afternoon time works better for the majority. 
 
COVID-19 has had a huge impact on the JFK Redevelopment and the Aviation Industry. 
Thus, a majority of the construction is still on pause, but some movement is happening in the 
interim as outlined in the updates shared at this meeting by the Port Authority of New York & 
New Jersey and the Terminal Developers. 
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Questions & Answers 
 
Question: 
What can you do to prepare individuals Interested in Concessions opportunities? 
Answer: 
Discussions are underway for hosting another PANYNJ Institute of Concession 
Program. Additionally, ACDBE Certification is also encouraged for those interested in 
concessions. 
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Question: 
To what extent does the restart of the project depend on the passage of the Federal 
Infrastructure plan? 
Answer: 
As shared over the past 15 months, COVID has had a devastating impact on the Port 
Authority of NY & NJ with $3 billion in losses. PANYNJ continues to advocate for federal 
relief funding to make up for the lost revenue. Additionally, negotiations continue with 
the anchor terminal developers to identify a path forward for those projects, considering 
the impact of the pandemic on the aviation industry, with a possibility of a phased 
approach. 
Extending the PANYNJ airport lease with the City of New York for an additional 10 
years is a significant tool in helping the projects move forward. 
 
 
Question: 
Will a recording of this meeting be made available? 
Answer: 
Meetings Notes will be made available on www.ANewJFK.com 
 
 
Final Remarks 
 
Please remember to spread the word to all businesses in the communities impacted by 
the JFK Redevelopment to take advantage of all the opportunities as they become 
available. 
 
Stay safe and be well until we meet again. 


