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A	New	JFK:	

JFK	Redevelopment	Community	Advisory	Council	Meeting		

July	8,	2019	6:30pm-8:30pm	

Linden	Seventh	Day	Adventist	Church,	Laurelton,	NY	
JFK	Redevelopment	–	General	Advisory	Council	Co-Chairs	

Congressman	Gregory	Meeks	
Queens	Borough	President	Melinda	Katz	

	
INTRODUCTORY	REMARKS	
	
Dr.	Grant	welcomed	the	audience,	introduced	key	stakeholders	and	gave	
an	overview	of	the	agenda	as	well	as	announcements	about	the	Business	
Census	Survey	and	Q&A	process.	
“As	I	was	preparing	for	tonight,	I	came	across	a	quote	from	Coretta	Scott	
King	that	says:		"The	greatness	of	a	community	is	most	accurately	measured	
by	the	compassionate	actions	of	its	members."	And	that's	what	we're	
focused	on	tonight,	this	wonderful	opportunity	for	redevelopment	and	to	
make	sure	that	our	community	is	better	for	the	work	that	is	done	here	in	
Southeast	Queens,	Southwest	Queens,	the	Rockaways,	and	Western	Nassau.”	
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Borough	President	Katz		&	Congressman	Meeks	lauded	the	community	
and	its	continued	engagement	on	the	project.		
	
“And	months	ago	when	this	started	with	the	redevelopment	of	JFK,	the	
Congressman	and	I	and	the	elected	officials	that	represent	the	area	made	it	
very	crystal	clear	that	this	was	a	project	that	had	to	be	done	with	the	
community.	That	the	jobs	in	the	community	needed	to	be	available,	jobs	at	
the	airport	needed…But	I	would	say	the	Port	Authority	really	has	stuck	to	a	
lot	of	promises	and	I'm	very	happy	that	the	community	shows	up	every	
meeting	to	show	them	how	important	it	is	to	us.	And	so	we	want	to	thank	
the	community	who	is	involved,	all	the	committees	that	have	been	working.	
We	do	want	to	thank	everyone	who	is	working	on	the	employment	
opportunities,	the	second-chance	employment	opportunities,	the	local	
hiring	to	apprenticeship	program	to	union	jobs.”	BP	Katz	
	
	 	
“It	is	great	to	see	all	of	you	here,	it's	great	to	know	that	you're	focused	and	
committed	and	concerned	about	what's	taking	place	in	our	community.	
This	is	what	it's	really	all	about,	about	having	the	community	participation	
that's	necessary.		As	we	have	our	presenters	here,	we	want	to	make	sure	
that	they	see	not	only	the	individuals	that	are	on	the	board	but	the	
community	in	general.		Those	that	are	here,	not	only	the	advisory	
committee,	but	everyone	is	here	because	this	is	a	significant	and	important	
project.	And	there's	a	lot	of	work	to	be	done.		I	want	to	say	thank	you	to	all	
the	co-chairs	of	the	committees	because	you're	sacrificing	your	time	and	
you're	meeting	on	a	regular	basis,	and	we	want	to	make	sure	we	hear	back	
from	you	what's	important	because	you're	listening	to	those	voices.	I	say	to	
our	presenters,	you've	got	a	responsibility	to	make	sure	you're	honest	with	
our	communities	and	that	we	have	dialogue	with	you.”		Congressman	Meeks	
	
PANYNJ	UPDATES	
SELVENA	BROOKS-POWERS	&	NANTASHA	WILLIAMS	
Managers	External	Affairs	and	Community	Outreach,	JFK	
Redevelopment	Program		
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The	Port	Authority	is	looking	closely	at	all	aspects	of	construction	logistics	
to	make	sure	there	are	no	adverse	impacts	to	the	airport	during	normal	
hours	of	operation.	
The	Port	Authority	is	also	working	closely	with	the	FAA	with	regard	to	the	
NEPA	process	and	anticipates	a	full	update	in	the	fall.	

	
PROGRAM	UPDATE	

	
	



4		

Within	the	next	week,	the	JFK	Redevelopment	team	will	release	a	Request	
For	Information	for	the	development	of	Kennedy	Central,	a	16-acre	site	
which	would	sit	atop	the	planned	ground	transportation	center.		The	Port	
Authority	is	seeking	ideas	for	mixed	commercial	development	and	vibrant	
large-scale	public	space	that	unifies	the	airport	while	providing	amenities	
for	passengers	and	employees.		
The	first	step	we	will	be	accepting	proposals	through	August	and	there	are	
will	be	a	formal	request	for	qualifications	and/or	a	Request	For	Proposals	
will	follow.	

This	is	really	important	to	the	local	community	because:	
• This	means	potential	partnerships	with	the	community-based	
designers	and	local	artists.		

• This	means	opportunities	to	incorporate	local	retail	and	food	service	
businesses	on	a	rotating	or	permanent	basis	(something	that	we	
heard	in	numerous	meetings).		

• This	is	also	an	opportunity	to	advance	community	goals	in	four	of	the	
main	pertinent	areas:		business,	environmental	stewardship,	
workforce,	and	education.	

• This	is	going	to	be	subjected	to	our	30	percent	MWBE	goal.	

	

COMMUNITY	OUTREACH	EFFORTS	
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COMMUNITY	INPUT	SUBMISSION		

The	JFK	Redevelopment	Outreach	Team	is	excited	to	announce	our	
Community	Input	Submission	Form	is	now	live	on	www.ANEWJFK.com.	
If	you	have	an	idea	that	has	a	direct	connection	to	the	JFK	Redevelopment	
and	any	of	its	Advisory	Council	Committees-Business	Development,	
Education,	Career/Workforce	Development	and	Environmental	
Stewardship.	We	encourage	you	to	please	submit	your	idea	via	the	online	
form.	

For	more	information,	please	visit	www.ANewJFK.com	and	if	you	have	
any	questions,	please	email	us	at	jfkredevelopment@panynj.gov.	
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Since	our	last	community	advisory	council	meeting,	each	of	the	
committees	have	met	and	are	working	through	continued	discussion	on	
short-term	and	long-term	community	initiatives	in	collaboration	with	the	
Port	Authority	and	the	terminal	developers.	Committees	have	also	worked	
on	drafting	mission	and	vision	statements	that	are	still	in	development.	
The	goal	is	to	get	as	much	of	your	feedback	to	the	committees	so	that	all	
the	ideas,	the	concerns	can	be	vetted	in	the	committee	and	shared	with	our	
terminal	developers	and	the	Port	Authority.	
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COMMUNITY	DEVELOPMENT	&	OUTREACH	
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External	Affairs	&	Community	Outreach	Managers:	
Selvena	N.	Brooks-Powers	&	Nantasha	Williams	
JFK	Redevelopment	Community	Information	Center	is	located	at	
144-33	&	35	Jamaica	Avenue,	Jamaica,	NY.	
Office	Hours:	
Mon,	Tues,	Wed,	Fri	–	9am	-5pm	
Thurs	11am-7pm	
Terminal	Developers	Host	Regular	Office	Hours		
Office	Contact:	
(718)-244-3834	
JFKRedevelopment@panynj.gov	
www.ANewJFK.com	
	
HIGHLIGHTS	FROM:	TOGA	TEAM,	TERMINAL	
ONE	GROUP	ASSOCIATION	
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HIGHLIGHTS	FROM:	JET	BLUE	
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HIGHLIGHTS	FROM:	TERMINAL	8	EXPANSION	
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ADVISORY	COUNCIL	FEEDBACK:	
	
Speaker:	NY	State	Senator	Sanders	
1. We	need	a	community	retreat,	an	opportunity	for	the	community	to	
meet	with	itself	to	decide	what	it	needs.	
• Purpose:	To	know	what	the	community	is	getting	out	of	these	things	
and	what	the	MWBE	is	getting	out	of	these	things	

• The	community	needs	space	to	strategize	without	developers	being	
present.	

• There	needs	to	plan	to	ensure	that	local	people	of	color	have	a	
concessionary	at	JFK	in	the	future.	

	
Speaker:	Barbara	Brown	(Chairperson	/JFK	Airport	Committee	of	the	
Community	Aviation	Roundtable)	
JFK	Airport	Committee	took	a	year	to	brainstorm	various	projects	for	
community	benefits	as	a	result	of	the	JFK	Redevelopment	and	
approved10	proposed	projects	which	fall	in	the	following	4	categories:	
1. Noise	Mitigation	
• Concerned	about	the	human	habitat	and	the	natural	habitat	
• Soundproofing	mitigations	including	stakeholders	living	within	the	
55	to	64	decibel	level.	

• Nighttime	Restrictions	on	flights	over	residential	communities	
2. Research	concerning	pollution	and	health	

• Pollution	studies	for	noise	and	air	within	5-10	miles	of	JFK		
• Health	effects	of	airport	noise	and	air	pollution	in	the	Southeast	
Queens	community		

3. Education	
• Airport	impacts	on	our	schools	
• Impact	on	children’s	achievement	levels		

4. Economic	Workforce	Plan	
• Business	Workforce	Development	
• Union	vs.	Nonunion	construction	contracts	
• Business	building	enhancements	/	recommending	a	program	is	
developed	to	enhance	and	support	the	current	local	businesses.	

*Copies	of	the	full	report	available	from	the	committee.	
	
Speaker:	Gloria	Boyce-Charles	(Eastern	Queens	Alliance)	
1. Reinforcing	comments	from	Senator	Sanders	and	Ms.	Brown	
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2. Ask	for	Port	Authority	to	really	take	a	look	into	what	they	have	shared	
and	see	all	the	issues	raised	as	important	components	and	effects	of	
the	airport,	including	ground	transportation.	

	
COMMUNITY	QUESTIONS	
1. How	can	we	get	an	aviation	program	at	Campus	Magnet	High	School	in	
Cambria	Heights?	
• Nantasha	Williams-	Port	Authority	has	been	working	with	
Superintendent	Dr.	Spitzer	trying	to	devise	ways	to	incorporate	
aviation	emersion	in	different	schools.		

2. I	know	Vaughn	College	is	not	in	the	targeted	zip	codes	but	students	
who	attend	are	residents	from	said	zip	codes.	The	students	who	have	
started	aviation	career	paths,	what	can	be	done?	
• Nantasha-Port	Authority	has	created	a	scholarship	program	for	
students	looking	to	go	to	Vaughn	College.	There	has	also	been	
discussion	with	York	College	about	ways	to	partner	with	Vaughn	
College.	

3. My	son	is	a	three-time	published	author	and	would	like	to	know	how	
he	can	partner	with	you	on	this	reading	initiative?		
• Ms.	Gibbs	-	Please	see	me	and	we’ll	talk	about	incorporating	your	
son	in	some	way.	

4. How	does	JetBlue	source	for	the	books	for	the	programs?	
• Ms.	Gibbs-	JetBlue	works	with	Susan	Newman,	an	educator	at	NYU,	
and	they	took	feedback	from	children.	They	get	both	English	and	
Spanish	books.	They	aim	to	reflect	the	community	that	the	book	
vending	machine	is	in	that	reflects	diversity.	

5. As	a	resident	of	Laurelton,	I	heard	a	lot	of	benefits	for	the	businesses	
within	the	area	but	communities	don’t	hear	anything	about	the	noise	
from	the	airplanes	flying	over	our	homes.		

6. 	Please	expand	what	is	being	done	about	the	impacts	of	airplane	noise?	
Airport	noise	effects	are	the	most.	What	are	you	going	to	about	the	
noise	and	emissions	like	benzene	that	are	killing	us?		
• Justin	Bernbach	-	JFK	Airport	Community	of	the	Community	
Aviation	Roundtable	was	created	by	Governor	Cuomo	to	address	
quality	of	life	issues	with	the	FAA	and	other	stakeholders.	The	Part	
150	Study	for	all	the	Airports	will	continue	to	address	these	
important	environmental	issues.	The	JFK	Redevelopment	project	
was	developed	to	accommodate	the	already	planned	for	growth	of	
JFK.		Environmental	benefits	will	continue	to	be	a	goal	of	the	
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committee	and	everyone	is	invited	to	the	Environmental	
Stewardship	Committee.	

7. Is	there	a	host	community	benefit	program	from	the	targeted	zip	codes	
affected	by	JFK	Redevelopment?	1	%	of	a	13	Billion	capital	plan	is	130	
million,	which	is	a	reasonable	target.	If	not,	how	much	has	been	
budgeted	for	the	entire	community	outreach	program	as	it	currently	
exists?	
• Justin	Bernbach-	There’s	no	number	one	number	for	community	
benefits	to	specify	as	there	will	be	a	number	of	investments	in	the	
community.	This	is	about	brining	economic	opportunity	to	this	
community,	which	will	ultimately	exceed	1	%.	

8. Is	the	plan	or	focus	to	hire	local	Queens	businesses	only?	What	are	the	
opportunities	for	businesses	outside	of	Queens	and	Nassau	County?	
• Suzette	Bather-Taylor-	We	are	prioritizing	local	participation	in	
targeted	zip	codes	in	the	area	of	the	redevelopment	(Southeast	
Queens,	Southwest	Queens,	The	Rockaways	&	Western	Nassau).	If	
there	is	limited	to	no	availability	in	those	local	target	areas,	then	we	
are	looking	to	enlarge	that	circle	to	include	MWBE	participation	in	
those	contiguous	areas.	

9. How	do	we	track	and	identify	monies	that	come	into	our	community	
that	stays	in	the	community?	And	what	monies	are	going	to	support	
local	businesses?	And	a	review	of	the	concession	requirements.	
• Justin	Bernbach-	We	are	working	with	2	local	firms,	Crescent	
Consulting	and	RF	Wilkins	to	assist	us	with	outreach.	They	are	
going	to	be	tracking	a	lot	of	things	including	the	amount	of	money	
that	comes	in	the	community,	the	number	of	the	contracts	awarded	
to	MWBE’s,	to	local	businesses,	and	the	workforce	goals	that	we	
have	as	a	program.	

• Suzette	Bather-Taylor-	We	want	to	be	very	thoughtful	about	
concessions.	Terminal	Developers	are	committed	as	well,	noting	
the	leases	are	still	in	negotiations.	The	Port	Authority	is	building	
out	an	educational	forum	around	concession	to	educate	the	
community.	The	goal	is	to	provide	the	opportunity	as	well	as	the	
appropriate	training.		

10. Are	there	opportunities	for	other	schools	to	work	with	the	Terminal	
One	Team?		
• Yes	

11. How	do	we	schedule	time	at	the	meet	the	Terminal	Developers	at	the	
Community	Outreach	Office?	
• Office	Hours	are	posted	on	ANewJFK.com		
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12. How	are	main	contractors	being	enforced	to	ensure	they’re	following			
up	with	the	request	that	is	being	submitted	by	MWBE	organizations?	
• Nantasha	Williams-	We	have	compliance	consultants,	RF	Wilkins	
and	Crescent	Consulting.	They	will	ensure	that	there’s	additional	
accountability	outside	of	Suzette’s	office,	the	Office	of	Diversity	and	
Inclusion,	that	we	have	external	parties	that	will	certainly	enforce	
the	guidelines	put	forth	in	our	MWBE	goals.	

• Suzette	Bather	-Taylor-	The	Office	of	Diversity	and	Inclusion	has	
met	with	all	the	developers	to	discuss	expectations	around	the	way	
in	which	MWBE’s	and	local	participation	should	be	achieved.	They	
have	brought	on	external	consultants	to	demonstrate	their	
commitment.	My	role	is	ensure	opportunities	don’t	fall	through	the	
cracks.	

13. Jars	of	Delight	and	Adoba	Health	Center	want	to	know	how	to	work			
with	/	service	the	overall	redevelopment.	
• Dr.	Grant	-	Follow	can	take	place	at	the	Community	Outreach	Office	
or	Committee	Meetings.	

14. Are	these	long	term	jobs?	If	not,	how	long?	
• Dr.	Grant	-	Some	are	long-term	job	opportunities	and	some	are	
short-term.	As	you	meet	with	each	Terminal	Developer,	you’ll	be	
able	to	find	out	additional	information.	

15. Comment:	I	challenge	the	Port	Authority	and	Developers	to	stand	in	
Brookville	Park	for	just	5	minutes	and	hear	the	noise	that	comes	over	
that	part	of	the	community.	

16. Improvement	the	local	access	roads,	Brookville,	Farmers	Boulevard,	
Guy	R.	Brewer,	and	the	Belt	exits.	There's	a	question	of	whether	or	not	
there	would	be	any	impact	on	those	areas	in	this	redevelopment?	

17. How	do	make	sure	that	whatever	money	is	put	in	the	community	
stays	in	the	community?	

• Dr.	Grant	-	Each	Committee	is	working	on	short	term	and	long	
term	legacy	projects	to	ensure	the	community	benefits.	

• Nantasha	Williams	–	we	have	been	meeting	with	companies	like	
Jars	of	Delight	and	the	Nourish	Spot	to	share	opportunities.	

18. What	target	businesses	are	they	looking	for	the	RFI?	
• Justin	Bernbach	-	The	RFI	is	to	program/design	and	come	up	
with	programming	ideas	for	a	very	exciting	space	of	16	acres	
which	is	going	to	be	built	on	top	of	the	ground	transportation	
center,	and	is	going	to	be	closest	to	Terminals	1	and	4,	but	will	
service	the	entire	airport.	It	will	be	accessible	to	cars	to	the	Air	
Train.	Various	Opportunities	for	Landscape	Architects,	Retail	
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Businesses,	Food	Businesses,	etc.	Opportunity	to	d	something	
iconic	in	the	airport.	

19. Any	consideration	for	co-working	space	and	business	services?	
• Mr.	Bernbach	-	Absolutely!	The	idea	is	to	have	space	similar	to	
the	WeWork	setting.	We	are	making	a	Shared	Service	Hub	
commitment	to	the	community.	

	
	
CLOSING	REMARKS	
	
Congressman	Meeks	–	Thank	you	for	all	staying	to	the	end	to	participate.	I	
enjoyed	hearing	all	your	questions	and	concerns.	The	idea	is	to	bring	us	all	
together	to	minimize	the	negativity	and	utilize	the	positive.	I	am	
encouraged	to	see	you	in	the	room.	Making	sure	that	Southeast	Queens	is	a	
shining	example	of	what	is	possible.	Thanks	to	Governor	Cuomo	for	
organizing	something	that	has	never	been	done.	There	is	a	lot	to	be	done	
and	collectively	as	a	community	we	will	get	it	done.	


