








Dr. Grant welcomed everyone and underscored the importance of the legacy work we are doing through the JFK 
Redevelopment Project. As we focus on the investments being made in the communities surrounding the airport, we 
thank the Governor’s Office, The Port Authority of New York & New Jersey, the Terminal Developers and the JFKR 
Community Advisor Council Members for the continued collaboration and commitment to excellent execution.

Congressman Meeks welcomed everyone and acknowledged Dr. Stacie NC Grant and his colleagues in Government 
who were present NYS Senator Leroy Comrie, Assemblymembers Clyde Vanel  and Khaleel Anderson and 
Councilwoman Dr. Nantasha Williams. He reminded the audience that this work is over 25 years in the making and just 
like LGA’s transformation, a new JFK will live up to being a world class airport.  Acknowledging that nothing good comes 
easy, Congressman Meeks  is committed to ensuring that the hands that build this airport and those who those who 
have concessions in it come from Southeast Queens and neighboring communities, representing true diversity.

Applauding local compliance monitoring from Crecent Consulting and RF Wilkins Consultants to ensure numbers are 
verified, coupled with the efforts from JFK Redevelopment Community Managers  Rachelle Antoine and Akshar Patel, 
there will be  equity for everyone to get an opportunity.  It is  near impossible for everyone to get a contract, but everyone 
will have a fair shot. This committee will continue to hold prime contractors accountable. Skanska was challenged to 
step up their efforts on opportunities available on the roadways and parking garages and Tishman was cautioned to step 
up their local numbers as well.

Congressman Meeks thanked his Co-Chair Borough President Donovan Richards and acknowledged he was at a Town 
Hall in the Rockaways so he couldn’t attend tonight. He reminded everyone that his door remains open to share any 
information or concerns. He then closed his comments with acknowledging two of his own legacies who were in the 
room, his granddaughter London and daughter Ebony which makes all this hard work worthwhile. 



Shurn Anderson, Director of Economic Development for the Office of the Borough President  gave the following remarks 
on behalf of Borough President Donovan Richards

Welcome back everyone from the summer and thank you all for your tireless work. We look forward to hearing the 
reporting on redevelopment since the last quarter.  Developers are being held to the same standard as everyone else to 
stay on pace with hiring locally and staying on track with MWBE certified firms.  New concession opportunities are coming 
up and we will be monitoring to ensure every effort is being extended to our local businesses. Queens is the future of NYC, 
and the talent of our residents is unmatched. We couldn’t  be more excited to build out all the aspects of the world class 
state of the art JFK Airport that we envision together. Since our last meeting, my office held multiple job fairs at Queens 
Borough Hall.  We are pleased to see outreach is continuing and that each terminal developer is continuing to host 
outreach opportunities. I am honored to co-chair the JFK Redevelopment Community Advisory Council with 
Congressman Meeks and honor  the community’s request for local hiring and job training. That means ensuring our local 
businesses in Southeast Queens and Nassau County are the ones getting these lucrative contracts. JFK is the gateway to 
New York City, New York State and the United States. Thank you again to the Port Authority for investing in Queens with 
over 19 Billion dollars in our 2 airports; a pair of world class facilities and 2 of the biggest economic drivers in the state. 
That you to the JFK Advisory Council Members for helping to identify the vision and to move this project to where we are 
today.





Rachelle Antoine shared remarks read by Dr. Grant
Dear JFK Advisory Council Members, Terminal Partners and Community Members 
I regret that I am unable to be with you in person today, but I am here in spirit. A special thank you to Dr. Grant for graciously lending me 
her voice; as always, her fierce dedication as a facilitator is truly appreciated. I want to express my gratitude to each of you for your 
continued commitment to the JFK Redevelopment Program and our shared vision of a thriving, inclusive community. My journey on this 
project continues to be marked by dedication, outreach, and collaboration with the community, the Port Authority, and our terminal 
developer partners. Above all, it is driven by a deep commitment and love to serving Southeast Queens.

Please know that while I am not physically present tonight, I remain fully engaged in all of our initiatives. It’s truly inspiring to see our 
collective efforts start to blossom and bear fruit, and I know you’ll hear more about these exciting developments in the upcoming slides. 
Congratulations to all the success stories that you will hear tonight, many of whom I’ve had an opportunity to meet and connect with.

I want to extend a huge shout-out to our co-chairs, Congressman Gregory Meeks and Borough President Donovan Richards, for their 
leadership and guidance. Special thanks to my partner Akshar and our incredible outreach team, and to Hersh for his continued 
leadership. I'm  also thinking of Bridgette tonight. I know she would have loved to be here, and I'm sending her all our love, prayers and 
best wishes for a speedy recovery.

I am confident that today’s meeting will be another step forward in our journey together. Let’s continue working together to build a 
brighter future for JFK and our surrounding communities. I look forward to catching up with each of you soon. Stay tuned and stay 
connected! Thank you for your understanding, and I wish you all a successful meeting.
Warm regards,
Rachelle Antoine

Akshar Patel
Akshar also welcomed everyone and thanked the Robert Ross Life Center for hosting the meeting. He echoed Rachelle’s remarks and 
reminded everyone that there is still  a lot of work to be done but the outreach team is working hard to get the work out in the community . 
He thanked the  Community Advisory Council for their efforts. He closed with the aspirational goal to not only meet but surpass the 30% 
mandate with 40%.



































Question: NYS Senator Leroy Comrie
1. Since Skanska hasn’t hit their numbers, but they have 60% of the work done, how can we make sure those numbers go up and that there 
are still opportunities available? How will oversight be provided to ensure they reach their numbers?
2. Terminal One is earlier in the project with a new team but what is their plan to ensure they reach 40 %  utilization?
3. What is going own with the Terminal Developer’s promise to fund Councilwoman, Dr. Nanataha Williams STEAM Center on airport 
property?

Answer: Hersh Parekh
Terminal One will address their numbers in their report.

Re: Skanska, it will be important for the Port Authority , Community Advisor Council members and Skanska to work together to create a 
robust outreach program so that businesses; local women, minority and disabled veteran businesses know about the opportunities, able 
to access/bid on the opportunities, and the bids are competitive. There was a recent outreach event at the JFK Redevelopment Office 
focused on professional services. Those will continue be hosted so those businesses that can do the work, know about the work and can 
bid on the work. Skanska is the largest piece on the JFK Redevelopment Program and failure is not an option. At the highest level of the Port 
Authority, work is happening with Skanska to hit and exceed their goal. Work will continue with the Community Advisory Council helping  
to get the word out and help businesses with any barriers they may face.

The Port Authority is committed to providing funding for Councilwoman, Dr.  Nantasha Williams Aviation STEAM Center in partnership with 
the other stakeholders she has engaged.

Answer: Anthony Peterson 
Shared additional information that Skanska submitted updated numbers prior to the meeting  that need to be vetted. Once vetted, their 
numbers should increase. The same with New Terminal One. Skanska & Terminal One get lists from Consultants with eligible businesses.
























































































































































































